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Dear Colleagues and Friends,

ROMANIA is characterized by a high biological diversity, both at ecosystem and species
level. Romanian territory comprises, in fairly equal proportions, three main geographical units: plain,
hill and mountain. Due to their various soil, climatic and hydrological conditions, 52 eco-regions in a
variety of terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems are differentiated in the coast area and seashore of the
Black Sea, the steppe, forest steppe, hill, mountain, lakes, water streams and grasslands, dry lands or
wet ones, including those specific to the Danube Delta. Romania’s natural heritage is unique,
comprising the Carpathian Mountains (65% of the Carpathian eco-region), as well as one of the most
important wet areas in Europe: the Danube Delta (the second in size from Europe).

What is more, 30% of the carnivore species from Europe live in Romania (60% of the brown
bear population and 40% of the wolf population) in about 300.000 ha of virgin forests. Large areas of
alpine pastures, caves, and a complex network of rivers contribute to the country’s high diversity.

Another extremely important aspect that is worth mentioning is the fact that Romania
represents the junction of several regions of great biodiversity, such as the arctic, the alpine, the West
and Central European, the Pannonic, the Balkan and sub-Mediterranean regions.

The landscape also harbours great variety. This fact, together with the numerous influences at
many levels, lead to a vast flora consisting of more than 3700 plant species, as well as a fauna of 32
802 species. Among these species, there are many endemic and sub-endemic species, as well as about
1000 animal species that may be only encountered in Romania. Moreover, species that could be once
found in many parts of Europe live only in Romania nowadays.

Dear colleagues and friends, after this short presentation of the beauties of my country, my
great pleasure is to introduce to you Volume 24, the latest edition of our journal, SCSB, with its two
issues: No.l, issued in March, comprising 17 original papers and No.2 issued in May with 14
original papers.

The works dedicated to plant biology studies comprise scientific papers of various
approaches, starting with the ecological aspects, the assessment of germoplasm sources, biological
methods in plant protection, the development of some industrial processes to maintain both the quality
of marketed vegetables and their economic benefits, to apply certain advanced biological techniques
meant to underline the biomolecular structure and the major processes of life.

Basic understanding in the biology field is more and more advanced every year. With the
rapid pace of scientific development it may not be that long before some of our intriguing and
scientifically challenging dreams become reality, but it should be recognized that there are still
humans behind all the technology.

SCSB journal is devoted to the international advancement of organized knowledge covering all
aspects of Biological Sciences.
The revue ,,Scientific Studies and Research — Series Biology™ accepts three types of articles for
publication:
e General review articles (maximum 8 pages) to underline the important areas of Biology.
e Research articles (4-6 pages) to popularize new and emerging results obtained in the above
mentioned Biology subjects.
o Articles with technical focus (4-6 pages) to highlight the existing and new emerging
techniques suitable for Biology.

The Scientific Advisory Board that assures the review of the articles comprises nationally and
internationally recognised personalities in our field: at national level (12 members) and from abroad
(15 members).

Our peer-reviewed articles are written by internationally respected scientists, researchers and
practitioners with exceptional results.

We consider that our scientific journal brings an important contribution to the knowledge of
Romanian and international biological research. A quality journal is useful so far as it may be known
in the scientific research fields, and this depends largely on the quality of its published papers.



An important objective is to collaborate with scientists well known internationally, whose work
and advice can help promote our scientific journal. It gives us great pleasure to welcome those who
have agreed to join us and to thank them for their valuable time. Our deep gratitude is offered to the
reviewers, without whose work which it would have been impossible for our scientific journal to reach
the current stage of development.

Finally, I would like to thank all the authors for agreeing to publish their invaluable work in our
journal. We are expecting, by all means, other collaborators from our country and from other
countries, to honor us with original papers in order to bring our contribution to all areas of great
interest to human life, belonging to BIOLOGY.

I hope this volume will add yet another piece to the complex and exciting puzzle of science and
development.

More details about our journal can be found web address: http://pubs.ub.ro/scsb.

Maria PRISECARU
Editor in chief
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